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INTRODUCTION

FPA has-s decades of experience responding o man-made and natural disasters, wcluding
hurricanes. In advance of Hurricane Harvey, EPA activated emergency chponba ccniub imn
Washington D.C., Dallas, T2, and Atlanta, GA. Pric
and ready to deploy if requested by the states impacted bjy Eha Hummm through 1ha, Federal

Emf:rvem;\f Marlaoernmt A;;’f:‘(i('\' (FF MAY EPAg Region & office in Daﬂaq ’_ took (‘lbuﬂll o

i Ldu al msponsc agu;clgs.

Hurricane Harvey hit the Texas Coast as a Category 4 Hurricane on August 25,2017, An
Mm,ruuu,\/ ‘mm)«m } e tmn LSI* 103 Mlssmn AbSlgnment was signed on August 28, 2017.
EPA, 3 : 2 »ﬁg: Texas General Land

containers.

WHAT WE ARE DOING?

Corpus Christi

Unified Command teams deployed to the Corpus Christi-Bransh are rapidly assessing public
water supplies, wastewater treatment plants, and industrial facilities to determine if they are
damaged and releasing wastes and hazardous materials into floodwaters. EPA and TCEQ are
working to monitor facilities that have reported spills. §
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"https://www.tceq.texas.gov/news/releases/09-06-status-of-systems-in-areas-aftected-by-harvey
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teams from the Houstons-Branch performed reconnaissance including 28
hazard evaluations

and oil discharge assessments.
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WHAT ASSETS ARE WE USING?

ASPECT

ASPECT standsforl]

] s Airborne Spectral Photometric Environment Collection Technology
T} The-surveillance aircraft flew through the fire at the Arkema chemical plant in
mitor for sxas—The-aireratt-monitored-far_airborne toxic chemicals. EPA’s
ASPLCI Program is the natron s only 24/7/ 365 emergency airborne platform equipped wath
: sntsa sulle of sensors and
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situational awareness during an emergency day or night. The information collected can then
provide first responders — emergency workers at the scene — with actionable information on the

situation.

TAGA

The Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer (TAGA) is a self-contained mobile laboratory capable of
real-time sampling of outdoor air or emissions. The instrumentation refers both to the analytical
instrument and the mobile laboratory built around it. This versatile mobile monitoring system
offers a wide variety of services to assist EPA with cost-effectively conducting investigatory
activities.

The instrumentation aboard a TAGA mobile laboratory includes real-time monitoring and
analyzing for many organic and inorganic compounds at the part-per-billion by volume (ppbv)
levels or lower. The TAGA has high precision Global Positioning System (GPS) and
Geographical Information System (GIS) to pinpoint any identified chemicals/gases sampling
locations on a map.

PHILB

=]

11 cand capacity to analyze contaminated environmental
samples - soils, Watcrb, surface wipes, and air matrices. PHILIS has the capability to analyze
detection limits centered on health-based clearance levels. It is National Environmental
Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP) Accredited & Clean Water Act certified laboratory
and paﬂ of EPA Emcrgency Rcsponse Laboraton/ Network (ERLN)

HOW IS EPA ASSESSING POSSIBLE DAMAGE TO SUPERFUND SITES?

EPA has conducted mitial sssessments at 41 Superfund sifes n the impacted arcus using Amal
images. as well as divect contact with the parties responsible for on-golng cleanup aciivities
has determined that 28 Superfund sites 1 the area do not currently show damage or exee
flooding associated with Harvev, BPA determuined that 13 sites have been flooded andfor are
experiencing possible damage due to the storm. Of these sites, two (Falcon Refinery and the
Brine Service) have been mspected and it has been deternmined that they do not require

emergency cleanup: although, additivnal sampling 1o the area will continue to be conducted.
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Fleven sites, wclading: Bailey Waste Disposal, French LD, Geneva Industries/Fuhrnann
Energy, Gulfco Marine, Hizhland Acid Pi Malone Services, 1.3, Ol Recovery, Patrick Bayon,
Petro-Chemucal Svstems, Trangle Chenucal, and San Jacinio Waste Piis have not been
accessible by response personnel. Teams are m place to nvestizgate possible damage to these
sttes as soon Hood waters recede, and persormel are able o safely access the sites.

The San Jacimto Waste Pits site has a temporary armored cap designed o prevent muigration of
hazardous material, the cap will be inspected as soon as 1t 15 safe for teams access the stie. Based
on forecasted river conditions, this nepection is planned for Monday., by boat, EPA has dive
tearms {o survey the cap underwater when condtiions allow.

IPA CTCED and other authorities will continue o provide additional updates as we pather

them. We enconrage the community o continge to follow the expert safety advice of local
offici

nducted aenal assessments-at-43-Superfund sites in-areas-affecied by -Harveane Harvey:

13 Bxpenenced Hoodine ten ol vwhich have been nspented snd determuned o reqire no
: s readv de

s inaccessible ducto Hood waters dherear
s (Map to allow for linking to each NPL site) |

/,‘--”1 Commented [ML2]: Can we confirm umbers?

ED_004141B_00000241-00005



o Loy Do

Lagend
8| oy

316 P& Begbm

attonal Prioeity List {(NPL) Sites
iy Faaterally Dulared CountiesiPuriskes

{s EPA Sapporting Hurricane Dmpacted Industrial Facilities?

Arkema Facility, Crosby, TX

At the Arkema chemical plant in Crosby, emergency responders undertook a 24-hour operation
to monitor the facility due to fires that erupted on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1, 2617, EPA and TCEQ
continue to provide direct support to the Crosby Volunteer Fire Department, Harris County
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, and the Harris County Fire Marshal.
‘Fhere is-the threat-of more-fires-at-the-faeilttvBecause of the threat of snore fires at the facility
and additional daruage to the fcility or potential fres spreading nto the surounding area, the
Crosby Volunteer Fire Department and the Hame County Fire Marshal's Oifice performed a
controlled burn of the remaining material, - Focusremains-on-the-safetyv-ofthosearound the
Frenity—EPA and partners continue to monitor smoke and air guality, the potential for
additional fires in the aren, and have aerial assets ready 1o be deploved, as needed, Evervone in
the area should follow the safety mstruction of Iocal anthorities.
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Conoce Phillips, Coero, TX

On August 315, The Conoco Phillips facility in Cuere, TX reported an oil spill that was caused by

impacts from Hurricane Harvey. The spill has impacted Denton Creek, EPA responded to the spill
along with the Texas Railroad Commission and the USCG, with an emergency response team from
the Corpus Christi incident Command Post to assess the spill. No oil sheen was observed at the

time, and the team will continue to assess the the facility. Conoco Phillips reported the release
totals 385 barrels of oifl and 76-bareel nroduce v ciee the tanks are onthelr side |

Valero, Houston, TX

EPA is conducting ambient air monttoring m Houston and evaluating a potential concern at the

Valero Refinery site. EPA deploved the Trace Atmospheric Gas Analvrer (TAGA) to conduct air
monitoring in the area and an on-seene coordinator has been deploved to conduct additional

assessments.
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IS EPA TESTING FLOODWATERS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY?

Under the Unified Command, EPA’s water quality sampling is focused on industrial facilities
and hazardous waste sites. Floodwaters contain many hazards, including bacteria and other
contaminants. Precautions should be taken by anyone involved in cleanup activities or any
othersthose who may be exposed to flood waters. These precautions include followingheeding
all warnings from local and state authorities regarding safety advisories. In addition to the
drowning hazards of wading, swimming, or driving in swift floodwaters, these waters can carry
large objects that are not always readily visible that can cause injuries to those in the water.
Other potential hazards include downed power lines and possible injuries inflicted by animals
displaced by the floodwaters.
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